We examined the effect of body and egg mass, clutch size and incubation period on the occurrence of intraspecific nest parasitism (INP) in Anseriformes and Galliformes, taking into account the phylogenetic relationships of the species concerned. INP has been reported for 46.0% of Anseriformes but only 11.3% of Galliformes, but these rates seem to be underestimates. In both orders INP appears to have multiple origins. Clutch size is significantly larger among INP species and among cavity nesters (all of which are Anseriformes). The length of the incubation period does not differ between INP and non-INP species. After controlling for body mass, we found that the Anseriformes have significantly larger clutches, longer incubation and larger eggs than the Galliformes. We suggest that the large difference in the rate of INP between the two orders is related to the significantly larger clutches of Anseriformes, which increase the period during which clutches are susceptible to parasitism. Furthermore, the larger eggs of the Anseriformes mean that their chicks are more precocial than those of the Galliformes, so that parasitism is less costly in terms of parental care, and less effort is made by nesting females to drive away potential parasites. Lack of coloniality among the Galliformes also contributes to a lower rate of parasitism in this order, because nests are not concentrated in a small space. Lastly, lack of cavity nesting among Galliformes means that competition for nesting sites is lower in this group.
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Intraspecific nest parasitism (INP) in birds has been considered a rare phenomenon in comparison with interspecific parasitism (Payne 1977; MacWhirter 1989) , and in 1980 it was reported for only 53 species (Yom-Tov 1980) . The growing awareness of the existence of 'alternative' breeding strategies increased the list considerably so that by 1990 it included ca. 200 bird species (MacWhirter 1989; Rohwer & Freeman 1989; Eadie 1991) , and presently 236 species (Yom-Tov 2001). A high rate of INP is expected when host nests are available for extended periods of time, because of more opportunities for potential parasites (Andersson 1982; Sayler 1992; Lyon & Everding 1996) . Hence, high INP rates are expected in precocial species, because: (1) the majority lay larger clutches than similarly sized altricial species (Ar & Yom-Tov 1978) ; (2) they start incubating mostly after the last or penultimate egg is laid, leaving the nest without protection for much of the laying period; and (3) parasitic eggs and young among precocial birds require smaller increases in parental care from hosts than in altricial birds (Sorenson 1992) . In addition, high INP rates are expected when nests are crowded into a small space, that is, in colonial species or at high nesting density, and when nest sites are a limiting factor, as they are among nonexcavating cavity nesters (Yom-Tov 1980; Brown & Brown 1988; MacWhirter 1989; Rohwer & Freeman 1989; Lyon & Everding 1996; Beauchamp 1997) . However, the rate of INP differs greatly between precocial birds: it is very common among Anseriformes (Eadie et al. 1988; Rohwer & Freeman 1992; Sorenson 1992) , but much less so among Galliformes and other precocial orders (Yom-Tov 1980 , 2001 .
The abundance of INP among precocial birds, particularly in Anseriformes, might also be related to phylogeny. Eadie (1991) examined this for North American Anatidae, and concluded that although INP is a primitive trait in this group, it is not phylogenetically constrained, and the observed variation between species must depend on other, mainly ecological, factors. Beauchamp (1997) has shown that INP in Anseriformes occurs more frequently among colonial-breeding and cavity-nesting species, but failed to find an association between life history and the occurrence of INP. In the conclusion of his study, Beauchamp (1997) recommended that future research should quantify both the occurrence of INP and the various ecological variables that act as determinants.
